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Executive
Message
I finally think it's possible to be hopeful.  For a while there, 

it just felt like it was a betrayal of our efforts to fight the 

pandemic, to even think about the post-COVID future.  But 

now I feel hopeful. 

That's not to say that we don't face new COVID variants 

and a "third wave", but rather, that our continued vigilance in taking COVID precautions and the 

vaccination effort will overcome these threats in the foreseeable future.  

What then? Will we still wear masks and avoid large crowds? Will life simply continue in shades of 

grey?  I think not. 

Humans are social animals — and never more so than after a long winter in hibernation. It's no 

surprise that the Roaring Twenties followed the Spanish Flu pandemic, or that the prosperous 

& techy 1950s followed WWII. When humanity is put to the test, we inevitably emerge from the 

crucible forged anew — more our best selves than ever before.

As you read this issue of Honour, you'll see stories of innovation, like our "not-so-classic" golf 

tournament; stories of entrepreneurial spirit, like Apple Annie's "Showin' the Love" fundraiser; 

stories of communities working in partnership, like Rama First Nation's investment in new mental 

health rooms for our Emergency Department; stories of compassion, like 5-year-old Cora emptying 

her piggy bank to support the Hospital; and stories of shifting paradigms, as Dave and Mallory 

Holmes have done in creating Charlee's Run to break the silence surrounding pregnancy and infant 

loss.  

These forces: innovation, entrepreneurship, community, compassion, paradigm shifts, and so many 

others, will define the next decade. Get ready for quality time with friends and family, but also 

more parties and events, exciting new businesses, significant medical advances, and perhaps most 

importantly, new ways of knowing and appreciating our place in the world. Deeper connections to 

nature, greater compassion for humanity, and more fellowship, even in the company of strangers. 

This is my hope for the future...bring on the Roaring Twenty Twenties!

Yours sincerely, 

Mark Riczu
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Community Difference 
Makers 
What's Happening in the Soldiers' Community

PHOTO: Here are the summer Soldiers' 50/50 Lottery winners pictured with their giant cheques.  (L-R)  Anita Perrault, June's winner 
won $33,570. In July, Kelcie Snelleman won $15,830 and for the month of August, Shawna Rimkey won $17,540. 

SOLDIERS' 50/50 LOTTERY HAS RAISED $75,000 

TO DATE

Three lucky people have become a little richer 

over the summer, thanks to Soldiers’ 50/50 

Lottery!

 

Our June winner, Anita Perrault, won $33,570. 

In July, Kelcie Snelleman won $15,830. And, our 

most recent winner, Shawna Rimkey – a first 

time 50/50 player – won $17,540 that she plans 

to share with family and donate back to the 

community.

“We are so grateful for the support of 

our 50/50 lottery,” expressed the OSMH 

Foundation’s Development Officer of Major 

Gifts and Lottery Coordinator, Meaghan Byrnes. 

“It is allowing us to generate revenue for vital 

equipment in a new way. It is also so incredible 

to see our Hospital staff participating and 

championing this important cause. They know 

firsthand how crucial the equipment is that 

we’re fundraising for and to have them leading 

the charge in ticket purchases really inspires 

the community.”

To date, more than 450,680 tickets have been 

sold and $75,000 has been raised for the 

Hospital through the 50/50 draws.

 

Soldiers’ 50/50 is a monthly online raffle in 

support of the Hospital’s greatest needs. It is 

open to all residents of Ontario over the age 

of 18. Draws take place on the last Friday of 

every month and the funds raised support the 

MRI Replacement Project. Tickets are available 

online at www.Soldiers5050.ca or by calling the 

Foundation Office at 705.325.6464.
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A new state-of-the-art Computed Tomography 

(CT) scanner is now up and running in the 

Hospital’s Diagnostic Imaging Department. The 

scanner is the result of years of community 

fundraising and replaces its 16-year-old 

predecessor.

The new machine uses less radiation to create 

clearer images of patients and, according 

to Dr. Noah Wortsman, Chief of Radiology 

at Soldiers’, it will save lives. “The new CT is 

faster and smarter,” he said. “It can see through 

objects that were previously impenetrable, as 

well as allow us to pick up subtle disease while 

it’s still early enough to intervene.”

 

CT scans work by using specialized computer 

software and rotating X-ray machines to 

create cross-sectional images of the body’s 

internal structures, providing doctors with 

accurate information to diagnose and develop 

treatment plans for their patients. They are 

especially useful in detecting and monitoring 

cancer, heart disease and lung and liver issues.

Shelley Johnson, a Soldiers’ nurse and former 

patient, credits this vital technology for 

saving her life, after a blood vessel in her 

heart ruptured. “I truly believe that I would 

not be alive today without the amazing team 

of medical professionals at Soldiers’ and a CT 

scan,” she expressed.

Dr. Wortsman offered his gratitude to the 

donors who supported the purchase of the CT 

scanner, including Soldiers’ Hospital Volunteers, 

Orillia Power, the City of Orillia and many 

others. 

“This can’t happen without the support of 

our community,” he expressed. “We are really 

fortunate in Orillia that we have such an 

involved donor community and people really 

do rally around the Hospital. We know that 

when we’ve had a big ask like this – and we 

know it’s a big ask – people will be there for 

us.”

SOLDIERS’ UNVEILS NEW CT SCANNER

PHOTO:  Orillia City Councillor Ted Emond (left) presents Dr. Noah Wortsman, Chief of Radiology at Soldiers’, with a certificate to mark the 
official opening of the Hospital’s new CT suite.
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NO FRILLS CHECK OUT CAMPAIGN FOR 

SENIORS CARE A SUCCESS

LOCAL JEWELER THANKS EMERGENCY 

DEPARTMENT FOR DIAMOND SERVICE

After a recent visit to Soldiers’ Emergency 

Department left her feeling especially grateful, 

Sarah Gelbloom, an Orillia jeweler and owner 

of the sarahannedipity jewellery store on 

Mississaga St. wanted to do something special 

to say thanks. 

In August, Sarah ran a special 40% off 

promotion sale at her store in appreciation 

of all healthcare workers and, in addition, she 

donated 10% of each sale to the Hospital in 

honour of the ER team who left a memorable 

impression on her. At the end of the four-

day promotion, Sarah and her team collected 

$1,079.45 for the Emergency Department. 

Sarah chose to honour the ER team through 

the Soldiers’ Honour Program and they will 

receive a special Soldiers' Honour certificate 

to recognize their impact on patient care. 

Sarah’s gift will be put towards life-saving 

enhancements for the Emergency Department. 

Jason’s No Frills is helping Orillia Soldiers’ 

Memorial Hospital improve care for seniors.  

Throughout the month of July, the Orillia 

No Frills store held a Check Out For Charity 

Campaign. Cashiers encouraged customers to 

make a donation at the check out in support of 

seniors' care at the Hospital. 

The store added one dollar to every donation 

made during the campaign, bringing the total 

amount raised to $4,178.57. 

The donations will help our teams provide 

“wraparound care” that better connects 

healthcare professionals from different areas of 

the Hospital to community partners, providing 

better care overall to our elderly patients and 

allowing them to maintain their independence. 

PHOTO:  Impressed with her care at Soldiers', Sarah 
Gelbloom of sarahannedipity Jewellery, held a special 

sale to honour the healthcare workers who made a 
difference in her health journey.

PHOTO:  Jason King (left) and Candice Legault (right) of Jason's 
No Frills present Hunter Markle of the OSMH Foundation with a 
cheque for the proceeds raised during July's Check Out for Charity 
event. 



Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital Foundation  
HONOUR / FALL 2021

07

ANGIE'S AUCTION EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS, 

RAISES $21,500 FOR MENTAL HEALTH 

SOLDIERS' NOT-SO-CLASSIC RAISES JUST 

UNDER $70,000 FOR NEW MRI 

PHOTO:  Brittany Wilson (left) and Mark Riczu (far right) of the OSMH Foundation accept a cheque for $21,500 from Angie Green-Hill and her 
niece, Alyssa Gill, and nephew, Owen Gill, the proceeds of Angie’s 5th Annual Online Auction for Mental Health. 

The 5th annual Angie's Online Auction for 

Mental Health turned out to be the most 

successful yet. The online event, run by Angie 

Green-Hill and her family, took place on 

Facebook from May 9th to the 15th and raised a 

total of $21,500 for the Mental Health program 

at Soldiers’.

Over the last five years, Green-Hill’s personal 

experience with Soldiers’ Mental Health 

Program has been the main motivation for her 

fundraiser. The continued impacts of COVID-19 

and the recent loss of her brother-in-law made 

this year’s event “more important than ever.” 

Understanding that some businesses may not 

have the means to donate after the economic 

impact of the last year and a half, Green-Hill 

used monetary donations to purchase gift 

cards from local restaurants and shops and, 

together with the support from her community, 

she ended up with over 300 items up for bid. 

To date, Angie’s Auction has raised an 

incredible total of $74,000 for the Mental 

Health Program at Soldiers’. 

An impressive $69,634 will be going toward the purchase of a 

new MRI for Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital, thanks to the 

community’s participation in the 24th Annual Soldiers’ Hospital Not-

So-Classic Golf Tournament, presented by Tatham Engineering and 

Bill McKenzie & Family. Golfers were encouraged to golf and dine on 

their own time during the summer. More than 150 people played at 

one of six golf courses and dined at one of five local restaurants. 
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"SEA OF LIFE" WALL OF HONOUR OFFERS 

VISUAL KEEPSAKE FOR PARENTS AND KIDS

As first-time parents, when Allison and Spencer 

Bell welcomed their baby boy, Edison, into the 

world at Soldiers’ back in May, they didn’t want 

to leave. “We called our stay our ‘babymoon’,” 

shared Allison. “It was so enjoyable to be in 

the Hospital without visitors to get used to our 

new little family addition.” 

Due to COVID-19 protocols, only one essential 

visitor was allowed to be with Allison when she 

gave birth.

“After we got home, we kept saying how we 

missed being in the Hospital and wanted to go 

back to see everyone,” she said. “We wanted 

to go back to visit the nurses who made the 

experience so positive, relaxed and welcoming, 

despite what was happening with COVID. 

Everyone who was part of our team was so 

helpful.”

Instead, the Bells decided to make a donation 

through the Foundation to honour the team 

who cared for their family during their stay. 

As part of their donation, they added baby 

Edison’s name and birthday to the Sea of Life 

Wall of Honour, just outside the Birthing Unit.

Now, when Edison is older, he can search 

for his fish on the wall and feel a special 

connection to the Hospital where he was born! 

For more information on the Sea of Life Wall of 

Honour, please visit osmhfoundation.ca.

PHOTO:  Baby Edison is all smiles months after being born at 
Soldiers'. His parents honoured him with a fish on the "Sea of Life" 
wall in the Paediatrics Department.
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LOCAL ATHLETE WINS 2021 REID FAMILY 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

PHOTO:  2021 Reid Family Scholarship winner, 
Kaya Maracle, is congratulated by Soldiers’ 

Foundation Executive Director, Mark Riczu.

Kaya Maracle of Severn is the 2021 recipient 

of the Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital 

Foundation’s $2,000 Reid Family Scholarship.

 

Through the generosity of the late Mr. and Mrs. 

William Reid of Oro Station, the scholarship 

was created in 2005 for students in the Orillia 

area entering into a field of health study 

in a recognized Canadian post-secondary 

institution. The scholarship is meant to assist 

deserving students in their education while, at 

the same time, helping the Hospital recruit new 

healthcare professionals.

A graduate of Patrick Fogarty Secondary 

School, Maracle is now in Kingston, Ontario to 

pursue studies in Kinesiology. She is planning 

a future in chiropractic or sports medicine 

and the first stop on that journey is Queen’s 

University.

“My passion for sports has naturally influenced 

my interest in the human body and its 

biomechanics,” shared Maracle, who is an elite 

athlete in her own right. She was a member 

of the U19 Haudenosaunee Women’s Lacrosse 

Team in the 2019 World Championship. “My 

desire is to help amateur and professional 

athletes become successful in their area of 

athletic discipline.”

Off the field, Maracle has proven to be a top-

notch academic, volunteer and burgeoning 

entrepreneur, founding her own online beaded 

jewellery and accessories company, Solana 

Kreations. She creates personalized shoes, 

earrings, necklaces and more. Through her 

beadwork, she aims to “promote and showcase 

Indigenous culture.”

The move to Kingston brings Maracle closer 

to her home community of Tyendinaga, where 

she currently volunteers as a media and event 

coordinator on the youth council.

As a member of the Reid Family Scholarship 

Committee, Soldiers’ Foundation Executive 

Director, Mark Riczu noted that selecting the 

award recipient is never easy. “Every year, we 

have a hard time choosing a winner but this 

year was exceptionally difficult,” said Riczu. 

“Many of the applicants were worthy of this 

award and in the end, we narrowed it down to 

three great candidates and ultimately Kaya was 

the lucky winner.” 

Of her scholarship award, Maracle said, “It is a 

lot of money and helps alleviate my expenses. 

I hope it also provides an example and inspires 

both on- and off-reserve Indigenous youth.”



At 61 years of age, Kathy 

Mann had never had 

surgery before. When it was 

recommended to her that 

she have her hip replaced, 

she did not know what to 

expect. However, she was so 

impressed with her experience 

she was compelled to share 

her story. 

Kathy had suffered from 

arthritis in her left hip for 

some time. She had been 

managing until last summer 

when the pain finally got so 

bad she went to her family 

doctor to see what could be 

done about it. Her doctor 

referred her to Dr. Miller, an 

orthopaedic surgeon at Orillia 

Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital, 

who specializes in hip 

replacements.

Dr. Miller ordered a round of 

X-rays and when the results 

came back, he confirmed 

Kathy was a candidate for hip 

replacement surgery.

She went on the cancellation 

list in September of 2020 

and got a call the following 

April that there had been a 

cancellation and she was to 

have surgery the next week.

 

“I had no time to change my 

mind,” she said. “But, because 

I was in so much pain, I was 

actually really excited to have 

the surgery.”

Every year, approximately 

63,000 people undergo hip 

replacement surgeries in 

Canada. And most of those 

replacements are in patients 

over the age of 65.

 

At Soldiers’, the orthopaedic 

team does over 100 hip 

replacements in an average 

year, in addition to other bone, 

joint, ligament and tendon 

procedures. Surgery is a life-

changing option for people 

like Kathy who have painful 

mobility from deteriorating 

joints.

“I’m young,” said Kathy. 

“I didn’t want to lose my 

mobility. My hip was so worn 

out, there was no cartilage 

left.”

 

While Kathy was ready to 

undergo surgery, she had 

to self-isolate and have a 

negative COVID test prior 

to her procedure. She was 

admitted on April 6, 2021, 

just before Soldiers’ Surgical 

Department was forced to 

suspend most surgeries to 

cope with the third wave of 

the pandemic.

 

Dr. Miller performed Kathy’s 

procedure through the 

posterior (back) of her 

hip and it involved cutting 

through a major muscle group 

to get to the joint. Regaining 

strength in those muscles 

was the longest part of the 

recovery for Kathy.

The next morning, she was 

up and walking with the help 10
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Joint Replacement Offers 
Hip Changes for Kathy



11

PHOTO: More than 100 hip replacement procedures are performed at Soldiers' annually. The X-ray photos above show examples of a 
preoperative hip, a unilateral hip replacement and a bilateral hip replacement. Kathy had a unilateral replacement of her left hip.

of a walker and under the 

direction of the Hospital’s 

physiotherapists. To be 

discharged, she had to be 

able to walk up a few steps in 

the Hospital gym before she 

was allowed to leave.

 

Procedures like Kathy’s 

require a highly trained and 

skilled team, but those experts 

also need to be equipped with 

the right tools for the job.

The surgical table that was 

used in Kathy’s procedure 

and for the many other joint 

replacements that take place 

at Soldiers’ is reaching the 

end of its lifespan. In order 

to keep up with advances 

in technology and to ensure 

that our orthopaedic team 

can continue to perform the 

high volume of life-changing 

surgeries this community 

requires, this table must be 

replaced as soon as possible.

A new table and attachments 

will drastically improve the 

patient experience by giving 

our surgeons more freedom 

in how they perform joint 

operations. New tables have 

modular pieces to hold the 

patient securely in whichever 

position the surgeon feels is 

optimal for access to the joint, 

improving patient comfort 

and greatly reducing the wear 

and tear on the surgical teams 

during the procedure.

As surgeries ramp back up 

and our operating staff work 

to catch up, this new piece of 

equipment is essential.

According to Kathy, her hip 

replacement surgery was 

life-changing. She went from 

having incredible discomfort 

to being virtually pain-free 

almost overnight.

 

“I had a very short stay in 

the Hospital,” she shared. 

“Honestly, I couldn’t have had 

better care right down to the 

staff who brought the meals 

to me. Everyone was so nice 

and friendly.”

Kathy and her husband, 

Bruce, chose to make a 

donation to help purchase 

equipment to improve the 

experience of future patients.

If you would like to join 

Kathy by making a donation 

to support the purchase 

of a new surgical table 

for Soldiers’, please visit 

osmhfoundation.ca/donate.

PHOTO: A new, modular surgical table 
will give surgeons the freedom to  
perform procedures in a variety of ways, 
improving both the patient experience 
and surgical outcome.



When Linda Lewis passed away in January of 

2008, the outpouring of support the Hospital 

received in her honour inspired the creation of 

the Linda Lewis Education Endowment Fund. 

The Foundation received a record number of 

donations in her memory and it was decided 

that the money would be set aside to grow 

in perpetuity to support nurses at Soldiers’ in 

their quest to further their education.

After two decades as a public health nurse in 

the Orillia community, Linda became restless 

in her career and wanted a new challenge. She 

entered law school and was called to the bar in 

1994.

 

Until 2001, she built a family law practice on 

her own and then with partners, leaning on her 

experience in public health. Her past made her 

very empathetic to family law issues and, at the 

time of her death, she had a very large legal aid 

practice. Her goal was always to do the very 

best she could for her clients.

In addition to her professional 

accomplishments, Linda was a wonderful wife, 

mother to five and grandmother. She believed 

strongly in the importance of contributing 

to her community. Among the community 

organizations she aligned herself with, was the 

Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital, serving on 

the Board of Directors.

When the endowment was created to honour 

Linda, her husband, the Honourable Doug 

Lewis, highlighted a need for financial support 

to help with career development or changes.

“In this day and age, talented people 

occasionally need a change of pace, just as 

Linda did,” shared Doug. “Our family was able 

to finance such a change, but others may need 

some assistance. Our community will ultimately 

benefit, as it did from Linda’s efforts.” 

Linda’s legacy is living on today by providing 

continuing education opportunities in the form 

of tuition assistance for Soldiers’ nurses. The 

money can be put toward qualifying courses to 

help nurses like Sara Schell advance their skills. 

Sara is a Registered Practical Nurse at the 

Hospital and has been for the past 13 years. 

It has always been her intention to return to 

school to finish her Bachelor of Science in 

Nursing (BScN) degree, but balancing family 

life, working full time and furthering her 

education became quite difficult to do all at 

once. She credits the Linda Lewis Education 12

Supporting 
Soldiers' Staff 
Learning
THROUGH EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FUNDS
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Endowment Fund for allowing her to take 

the necessary steps towards completing her 

degree. 

“While this journey has been challenging 

for me, I probably could not have done this 

without the accessibility of tuition support,” 

she expressed. “I am currently scheduled to 

complete my BScN and become a registered 

nurse by the end of 2023. I plan on continuing 

to work at Soldiers’ after I have obtained my 

BScN.”

While Sara is just one example of how the 

endowment is allowing Soldiers’ healthcare 

teams reach their potential, collectively, 

the fund has supported more than 50 staff 

members in furthering their education since its 

inception in 2008.

 

Supporting learning opportunities for Soldiers’ 

staff doesn’t just further the team’s professional 

development, but also benefits every patient 

that staff member cares for. With her degree, 

Sara will be able to expand her scope of 

practice within the Hospital, enhancing the 

level of care she can provide to patients. The 

ripple effect of her education will be felt in the 

community for the span of her career. 

To support Linda’s legacy, you can contribute 

to ongoing education opportunities by calling 

the Foundation Office at 705.325.6464 or by 

visiting osmhfoundation.ca/donate and selecting 

“Investing in Healthcare Champions” as your 

donation option.

PHOTO: Linda Lewis (pictured here) was a public 
health nurse and, later, a lawyer. She changed 
careers in her 40s, and upon her death, it was 
that move that inspired the creation Linda Lewis 

Education Endowment Fund.

PHOTO: Sara Schell, an RPN at Soldiers', is working towards 
earning her Bachelor of Science in Nursing with the support of 
the Linda Lewis Education Endowment Fund. 
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The Wise Donor

Like so many of 

our supporters, 

David Rose 

is a careful, 

thoughtful 

and deliberate 

person. When 

he gives, he wants his gift to have the most 

impact possible. For David, a retired financial 

planner, that means how he gives is just as 

important as the impact: “The way I see it, the 

more I can save on my tax bill, the more I can 

support important causes like Soldiers’.” 

That’s why, for the last three years, David 

has made his annual gift to Soldiers’ as a 

gift of shares. “I’ve done well with Brookfield 

Renewable** over the years, meaning I have 

some capital gains,” recounts David. “The great 

thing about donating the shares directly to 

Soldiers’ is that the entire current value of the 

shares becomes a charitable tax deduction 

AND the capital gains don’t get taxed.”

“If I sold the shares myself, and then donated 

the cash, I would be taxed on my capital gains. 

By transferring the shares directly, there’s a 

huge tax savings.”

Another thing David likes is the simplicity of 

the process. “You just have to fill out a simple 

one-page form provided by the Foundation 

and forward it to your broker or financial 

institution,” he explains. “It’s that easy.”

David is even taking the gift of shares concept 

one step further by incorporating it into his 

estate plans. “I also have a donation of shares 

in my will of a company that I have owned 

for many years,” he said. “These shares have 

accumulated considerable capital gains. My 

estate will benefit from a tax receipt for the full 

market value and the fact that no capital gains 

tax will be payable.”

 

David suggests that contacting the Foundation 

directly is a good first step to clarify the impact 

of your support, while also exploring the most 

tax-efficient ways to donate to Soldiers’. “I 

choose to support the Hospital because it is 

an integral part of our community, and I have 

personally received excellent care through 

several operations at Soldiers’.

"Working with Mark and the team, I am able 

to decide what projects my funds are directed 

towards and ensure a tax-efficient gift.” 

While individual circumstances vary, quite 

often a gift of shares is the most efficient 

way to give. This is especially true if you hold 

shares in an unregistered account and they’ve 

increased in value. According to Mark Riczu, 

Executive Director of the Foundation, “Some 

of the most popular shares donations are of 

Amazon, Apple, Bell, Brookfield, Canadian 

Tire, CI Financial, Enbridge, Microsoft, Power 

Corp. and Scotiabank, though most publicly 

listed securities qualify for the preferential tax 

treatment.”

“One of the challenges donors face with this 

strategy is that they are reluctant to part 

with their biggest winners, and rightly so!” 

says Riczu. “I always advise them, ‘if you love 

owning Canadian Tire, for example, then make 

a gift of shares, and then re-buy the shares on 

the market with the cash you were planning 

to donate.’ That way you get the extra tax 

benefits, and maintain your Canadian Tire 

position with a more favourable adjusted cost 

base.”

 

While it may seem a bit complex at first, 

making a gift of shares is quite easy, and habit-

forming. But don’t worry, David reassures, this 

habit is a virtuous one. “I would encourage 

other Hospital supporters to consider this as 

it will benefit you from a tax standpoint and 

benefit the Hospital and our community.”

** Brookfield is also a generous supporter of 

Soldiers’.

PHOTO: David Rose is an annual Soldiers' donor 
who chooses to make his gift through shares.



Please enclose this form with your gift. All 
donations are tax creditable and receipts 
will be issued.

CHARITABLE REGISTRATION BN 88932-1998-RR0001OSMH FOUNDATION: 146 MISSISSAGA STREET WEST, ORILLIA, ON L3V 3B3   /  T: 705 . 325 . 6464

Yes, I would like to make a difference by contributing to Soldiers' MRI Replacement Project.

o  $250      o  $100       o  $50       o  OTHER

o  Please designate my donation to the MRI Replacement Project. 

NAME

ADDRESS                CITY

PROVINCE   POSTAL            PHONE

o  VISA          o  MASTERCARD          o  AMEX          o  CHEQUE (made payable to: osmh foundation)

CARD NUMBER                EXPIRY

SIGNATURE

o  I would like to receive future
      correspondence by EMAIL:

o  I am interested in a
      MONTHLY GIVING plan.

o  PLANNED GIVING 
      Please send me information on the
     ways I can leave a legacy to   
     Soldiers'.

o  PLEASE UNSUBSCRIBE ME 
     I do not wish to receive future
      editions of the Honour Newsletter.

Upcoming Event

Don't miss the 20th Annual Orillia Soldiers’ 

Memorial Hospital Foundation Gala! Despite 

the high vaccination numbers in our region, in 

an abundance of caution, our gala is moving 

ahead in a virtual format once again. That just 

means more of you can participate! Join us 

on October 29th for Soldiers’ Mask-erade – an 

evening of fun and fundraising for our Hospital. 

The evening will centre on a very special 

announcement and feature heartwarming 

stories from patients and donors with several 

surprises throughout. 

Plenty of items and experiences are up for bid 

at our city-wide online silent auction that kicks 

off October 22nd. Plus, 50/50 raffle tickets and 

evening add-ons like dinner parties and VIP 

packages are available for purchase.

To make a donation, purchase a 50/50 ticket 

or evening add-on, visit www.HospitalGala.ca. 

That’s also where you can tune in October 29th. 

Save the date! Let us know you’re planning 

to participate by following our event page on 

Facebook (Facebook.com/OSMHFoundation). 

SOLDIERS' MASK-ERADE GALA: OCTOBER 29TH, 2021

UNMASKING THE FUTURE OF HEALTHCARE
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Two families are using their grief 

to make a difference in the lives of 

Soldiers’ young patients in memory 

of their late sons, Mason and Miles.

Created in honour of Mason Bacon-

Macri, a four-year-old boy who 

passed away after a brave battle 

with paediatric cancer, the Fight 

Like Mason Foundation has donated 

nine “Mason Power Poles” — IV 

poles disguised with superhero, 

emoji and brightly-coloured 

branding — to make intravenous 

treatment less scary and more 

empowering for young patients. 

The poles were donated with 

additional financial support from 

the Miles Hammond Endowment 

Fund, named in memory of Miles 

Hammond, a one-year-old boy 

who, after meeting cancer head-

on, passed away in February. Miles 

received treatment at Soldiers’ 

and his smiley personality touched 

everyone who met him. 

The brightly coloured poles are 

being used in both the Paediatric 

Outpatient and Inpatient 

Departments and the Paediatric 

Oncology Clinic.

To learn more about the Fight Like 

Mason Foundation, please visit 

fightlikemason.org. To make a 

donation to the Miles Hammond 

Endowment Fund in support of 

paediatric needs at Soldiers’, please 

visit osmhfoundation.ca/donate.  

Donor Spotlight 
PHOTO: (L-R) Kent and Kate Hammond, parents 
of the late Miles Hammond, members of Soldiers’ 
paediatric team, Tara Benedek, RN, Amanda 
Gaudet, RN, Dr. Sarah Barker and Chantelle 
Bacon, co-founder of the Fight Like Mason 
Foundation, stand in front of the nine “Mason 
Power Poles” donated to Soldiers’ Paediatric 
Program.

PHOTO: Stella chose this bright, watermelon IV 
pole to use during one of her visits to Soldiers’.  
At just 2 1/2 years old, she is receiving treatment 
through the Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario 
(POGO) satellite clinic at our Hospital. 

DONATED POLES BRING SMILES 

ALL AROUND


