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For the past four years, the Soldiers’ Foundation team has 

been diligently working on the We Are All Soldiers’ Campaign.  

Through fundraising and the most wonderful collaboration 

with our community, we announced that we had raised $17 

million of our $20 million goal at our gala last fall. That is still 

astonishing to me! 

As you read through the pages of this issue of Honour you’ll 

learn a bit more about our ambitious plans to transform healthcare here at Soldiers’. More importantly, 

you will see the powerful stories of generosity that have had such a direct and tangible impact on our 

Hospital.

  

Stories about volunteer, Janice and three-year-old Jasper, both inspired to give back to a hospital that 

cared for them in their time of greatest need, albeit in rather different ways! Stories about dad, Adam, 

our newest MRI advocate, and how his son Jack inspired him to take better care of his health. Stories 

about the powerful impact of Charlee’s Run, the Kiwanis Club, and Al Langman Construction in helping 

us to secure five new Panda Bedded Warmers with Resuscitation Units for our birthing suites, to help 

our most vulnerable newborns have a better chance at life. 

To me, We Are All Soldiers’ is not just the name of our campaign, but a powerful concept in its own right 

(with the underlined word being perhaps the most important). It suggests—and rightly so—that it’s not 

just the physicians and staff that are critical to the Hospital’s success, but also our volunteers and 

supporters, people like Janice, Jasper and Adam. People who participate in Charlee’s Run or Kiwanis. 

The people who work at Al Langman Construction. People like you and me. 

The pandemic and the war in Ukraine have, I think, resulted in a subtle shift in how we see the world. 

For me, they have reinforced the importance of seeing ourselves as a vital part of a greater whole, of 

taking personal ownership, and ultimately participating in collective action to effect change. We Are All 
Soldiers’ is one way we can do all those things on a local level. Eventually, you, or someone you love will 

need the services of our hospital—let’s work to make it an exceptional experience. Together, we will 

make the difference. We Are All Soldiers’. 

@OSMHFoundation
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Community Di erence 
Makers 
What's Happening in the Soldiers' Community

Resilient, selfless, devoted: these words 

describe what it means to be a healthcare 

champion at Soldiers’. 

Family run, long term care and retirement 

organization, Jarlette Health Services 

recognized the need to support Soldiers’ staff 

and frontline workers. 

They made a generous donation of $60,000 

to fund access to the virtual training series 

Compassion Fatigue Essentials through the 

Tend Academy, among other necessities.

The thoughtful donation, with a focus on staff 

wellness came as a thank you gesture for 

the strong collaborative partnership forged 

between Jarlette Health Services and the 

Hospital over the course of the pandemic.

“Healthcare in Ontario has never before 

required so much cooperation between 

partners to ensure good outcomes while 

supporting person-centered care based on 

respect and compassion. It is imperative that 

we support the resilience of our team 

members, who deliver care and services each 

and every day,” said Julia King, Chief Operating 

Officer of Jarlette Health Services.

By collaborating with Jarlette Health Services, 

Soldiers’ will be able to purchase a lifetime 

license to the course, which includes virtual 

training workshops and PDF workbooks that 

will be accessible to healthcare staff for years 

to come.

“It is common and understandable that working 

around a lot of trauma can lead to compassion 

fatigue in healthcare workers”, said Debbie 

Singh, Director of People Services at Soldiers'. 

“Being able to identify and work through 

compassion fatigue is an invaluable skill and I 

am grateful that we can offer this to our team 

members. It will go a long way in supporting 

their wellbeing and that of our patients.” 

Healthcare champions at Soldiers’ have shown 

what it means to be a hero. By investing in their 

education and wellness, our community can 

rest assured knowing that our care teams are 

here to stay so that exceptional community 

care remains close to home.

JARLETTE HEALTH SERVICES DONATES $60,000 

TO SUPPORT HEALTHCARE HEROES

PHOTO:  (L-R) Julia King, Chief Operating O�cer, Jarlette Health Services, Carmine Stumpo, President and CEO, Soldiers', Sharon Jarlette and 
Debbie Singh, Director of People Services, Soldiers'. 

YOUNG ENTERPRENEUR DONATES PROCEEDS TO PAEDIATRICS 

AT SOLDIERS’

Sophie Shivers of Orillia is an up-and-

coming entrepreneur, girl boss and generous 

philanthropist all at the age of ten. 

Sophie is the proud small business owner and 

creative mastermind behind “Sophie’s Slime 

Shack.” She carefully creates homemade, 

deliciously scented slime one jar at a time and 

adorns each with a quote of encouragement. 

As a budding philanthropist, Sophie decided to 

use her business to give back. Sophie donated 

$29.15 of recent sales to Paediatrics at Soldiers'.

If you'd like to donate, please visit 

SoldiersFoundation.ca.

PHOTO: Sophie Shivers holds a cheque of $29.15 with Soldiers' Foundation 
Executive Director Mark Riczu.

GIFT OF BOOKS BRINGS COMFORT TO KIDS AT SOLDIERS'

PHOTO: An assortment of children's books donated by Jenna Smart.

Emmett Clarence Smart was born at Orillia Soldiers’ 

Memorial Hospital on July 16, 2017. After just 36 short 

hours in this world, Emmett sadly passed away at 

SickKids Hospital in Toronto.

To honour the memory of Emmett on what would have 

been his first year of school, his mom Jenna Smart, 

planned a fundraiser through Usborne Books at Home 

to support the NICU and Paediatrics departments at 

Soldiers’ and SickKids.

A donation of 38 books gifted to both hospital 

departments brings much needed comfort and joy to 

children receiving treatment at Soldiers’.
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KINDOU FAMILY AND SUTTON GROUP 

BROKERAGE HONOUR LONGTIME EMPLOYEE

THREE-YEAR-OLD DONATES CHRISTMAS TOYS 

FOR PAEDIATRIC PATIENTS 

SOLDIERS’ COMMUNITY RAISES RECORD 

BREAKING $24,673 FOR GIVING TUESDAY

Three-year-old Jasper Ryza may be small in 

stature, but his big heart lights up a room.

During the holiday season, Jasper marched into 

Soldiers’ Foundation with his arms overflowing 

with toys for young children who would be 

receiving care at the Hospital over the holidays.

 

Jasper spent time in the NICU after his birth 

and later as a patient in Paediatrics during the 

holidays. He remembered what it felt like to be 

in the hospital at a time when we're meant to 

be surrounded by family. 

Getting to open some special gifts that were 

donated to the hospital made his stay just 

a little brighter and he wanted to give that 

feeling to others. 

Jasper won the hearts of the staff at the 

Foundation with his donation but most 

importantly, he helped to comfort our tiniest 

Soldiers’ by paying it forward with kindness.

Michelle and Bill Kindou of Sutton Group 

Incentive Realty Inc. Brokerage received the 

devastating news in March 2021 that their long-

time employee and good friend Linda Douglas 

was diagnosed with stage four lung cancer.

 

Having just recently sold the building of their 

Orillia location, which sits across from the 

Soldiers’ Foundation, the couple decided to 

pay it forward and make a generous donation 

of $25,000 towards the Hospital in honour of 

Linda. 

 

There is now a treatment room dedicated in 

Linda’s name and the gift from the Kindou’s will 

be put towards the Oncology Unit at Soldiers’. 

“This is so wonderful I’m alive for this” said 

Linda, touched by the Kindou's generosity.

PHOTO:  Jasper Ryza proudly posing with the children's 
toys he donated for Christmas.

PHOTO:  (L-R) Bill Kindou, Michelle Kindou, Linda Douglas, Mark 
Riczu holding a cheque for $25,000 to Soldiers'.

PHOTO:  Left: Ophthalmoscopes and otoscopes are essential in any ER for basic patient assessment. Right: Hunter Markle, Community 
Engagement O�cer, and Sandy Davis, Philanthropy Coordinator, Soldiers' Foundation, celebrate  funds raised on Giving Tuesday.

Millions worldwide and across Canada 

participate in Giving Tuesday, an annual 

philanthropic movement that supports and 

fundraises for local charities.

This year, Soldiers’ Foundation broke records 

raising $24,673 supporting the Intensive 

Care Unit (ICU) and Emergency Room (ER) 

departments to purchase ophthalmoscopes, 

otoscopes and thermometers.

These tools are essential to a doctor’s medical 

kit, allowing them to monitor a patient's clinical 

course during their Hospital stay and providing 

a basic assessment for patients presenting 

infectious symptoms or head and neck 

complaints. 

Ahead of Giving Tuesday, which fell on Nov. 

30, 2021, the Soldiers’ Foundation team set a 

goal of raising $10,000 in one day to be able to 

purchase seven each of the ophthalmoscopes, 

otoscopes and thermometers. 

Thanks to the generous outpouring of support 

from our community, we more than doubled 

our goal and secured the necessary equipment 

for Soldiers’ ER and ICU units!

With the ophthalmoscopes, otoscopes and 

thermometers now in use, our team at Soldiers' 

continue to deliver wraparound patient care for 

our community.
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LOCAL COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER TO 

PURCHASE ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT FOR NEWBORNS

At the heart of Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital 

is the support of a strong community.

 

It is through the generosity of local businesses 

and caring individuals that Soldiers’ maintains 

exceptional healthcare with state-of-the art 

equipment and regional level services.

 

In less than a year, Soldiers’ received five 

Panda Bedded Warmers with Resuscitation 

Units needed for each Birthing Suite in the 

Hospital. These units put all the necessary  

intervention tools in one place so that in case 

of an emergency, newborns in distress can 

be monitored consistently while receiving 

adjustable, immediate treatment.

 

Fundraising for these life-saving units started 

in May 2021 at Charlee’s Run with a goal of 

purchasing just one. After the overwhelming 

support from participants, sponsors, pledges 

and a generous donation from the Air Canada 

Foundation, proceeds from the event allowed 

for the purchase of three units.

Support for the Panda Bedded Warmers grew 

around the community. Donors and long-time 

foundation supporters the Kiwanis Club of 

Orillia and Al Langman Construction (1998) Inc. 

heard about the need and each purchased a 

unit securing the remaining two. 

Additionally, local Orillia realtor Fior Tucci 

donated $12,200 and Karen Vandergeest of 

Vandergeest Inc. $15,000, each supporting the 

purchase of a Paediatric Syringe Pump and 

Halo Bassinest for the Obstetrics Department at 

Soldiers’.

 

Together, the kindness from our community is 

making a big difference in the start of life for our 

tiniest patients.

BEST FRIENDS SPLIT SOLDIERS' 50/50 JACKPOT 

OF $20,390

“I thought it was a joke,” is a common thought 

among our monthly Soldiers’ 50/50 winners 

when they receive the call that they have won.

After months of playing the 50/50 raffle 

together, two best friends – Deanna Peacock 

and Teresa Rekret –  found luck was on their side 

in January.

“I couldn’t believe it,” said Teresa, recalling that 

Deanna shared the news of their winnings during 

their regular morning video chat. 

“We always FaceTime in the morning, how did 

you sleep, what're your plans for the day…and 

all of a sudden she said very casually ‘oh by the 

way, we won’.”

The 50/50 participants take a chance on the 

Soldiers' raffle knowing that a portion of the 

proceeds go towards the greatest needs of 

the Hospital, something they both feel strongly 

about supporting.

Deanna and Theresa feel a connection towards 

Soldiers’ where they both spent time receiving 

treatments.

"I'm a double lung recipient," said Deanna, 

"Soldiers' has been there and it's an icon for 

Orillia," she continued. 

Teresa shared that she has had surgery at 

Soldiers’ in the past and more recently needed 

emergency services. “We need to support the 

hospital and everyone there, especially now,” 

she said.  

Winning the impressive jackpot is one thing, 

but like Teresa and Deanna, “giving back” to the 

Hospital is a driving factor for many community 

members who participate in the monthly raffle.

In November, Catherine Gilmour of Severn won 

$19,465, in December, Bruce Clark of Orillia won 

our third highest prize to date of $27,220.

If you'd like to participate in the Soldiers' 

monthly raffle and to learn more about how 

your contributions have an impact, visit 

Soldiers5050.ca.

PHOTO:  Left: The crew from Al Langman Construction (1998) Inc. Right, Meaghan Byrnes, Philanthropy O�cer and Fior  Tucci with Re/Max 
Orillia Realty (1996) ltd. Brokerage.

PHOTO:  Best friends Deanna Peacock and Teresa Rekret holding the grand prize 50/50 cheque. 



Have you ever shrugged off 

an injury thinking it can’t be 

anything serious or maybe 

even tried to self-diagnose the 

issue? 

Many times we just want to 

keep going ahead with the 

things we love, or we’re too 

afraid to learn what the actual 

diagnosis will be. It took a 

long time and many painful 

moments for Adam Borutski 

to concede to finding out the 

true extent of his injury.

"I’m not a lay on the beach or 

by the pool type guy. Weight-

lifting, running and playing 

basketball, these are the things 

I do for fun, to keep healthy 

and feel good," said Adam.

About three years ago, Adam 

had the best life-changing 

experience when his son 

Jack was born. Wanting to 

be a dedicated dad but still 

wanting to keep his fitness 

routines, Adam took up 

running again, something he 

could do with a stroller around 

the neighbourhood to keep 

close to family. 

Initially, the new hobby helped 

to create a nice balance, but 

soon it started to reveal some 

older, festering injuries that 

couldn’t keep the pace,

After each run Adam felt a 

staggering pain in his knee. 

Eventually that pain came 

through during his runs and 

caused some pretty scary 

moments. 

Adam tried a few “self-help” 

tips but the pain was getting 

to be too much. That, and as 

his son turned two, Adam 

realized  there was so much 

more physical activity he was 

going to want to do with him 

as he continued to grow. It was 

time to get a professional to 

look at his knee. 

"My doctor referred me for an 

MRI at Soldiers’ and I thought, 

'now we’ll get to the bottom of 

this,'" said Adam.

MRI stands for Magnetic 

Resonance Imaging and it 

allows doctors to identify 

abnormalities in muscle, joints, 

tissues and organs using a 

powerful magnetic field.

But, Adam's appointment was 

delayed twice. Although it was 

scheduled during the on-going 

regulations of the pandemic, 

it was actually the machine’s 

unexpected shutdowns that 

caused the delay.

Soldiers’ current MRI unit 

experiences more frequent, 

unpredictable downtimes 

because of its age and urgently 

needs upgrading.

"When my MRI was complete 

and the results were in, I finally 

knew what I was dealing with 

- a torn meniscus as a result 

of years of physical activity 10 11
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PHOTO: More than 8,100 scans are done on the MRI machine at Soldiers', which runs consistently, every day.

combined with the new 

pressures from running. I had 

knee surgery not too long after 

that MRI. The surgery itself 

was quick and the recovery 

has been relatively easy," said 

Adam.

Now, Adam is looking forward 

to teaching his son how to 

ride a bike this summer and 

running after him once he gets 

going. Adam's recovery time 

lines up perfectly for running 

with the stroller again as his 

family prepares to welcome 

baby number two. 

"It feels great to know that 

I can go back to doing all 

my activities, within reason, 

because I learned the real 

results of my injury and had it 

fixed," said Adam. 

Unfortunately, not everyone 

has the time to wait out the 

MRI delays.

 

Performing more than 8,100 

scans annually, the Soldiers’ 

MRI machine now runs 24/7. 

A new machine will ensure 

quicker scans, shorter wait 

times and higher quality 

images for faster diagnoses.

Having an MRI at Soldiers’ is 

incredibly important for our 

growing community. 

Without it, individuals would 

have to account for travel time 

to a different hospital, and 

many of our community just 

can’t manage that. 

Let’s work together to ensure 

we continue to receive life-

saving diagnostic imaging 

close to home! 

You may have received a 

letter recently from Carmine 

Stumpo, President and CEO 

of Soldiers' Hospital or Adam, 

both asking for your support 

for the new MRI. If you are able, 

please consider a gift today! 

If you would like to make 

a donation to support the 

MRI replacement project 

at Soldiers', please visit 

SoldiersFoundation.ca.

Proud Dad
Advocates 
for MRI 
Support

PHOTO: Adam Borutski with his son Jack Borutski.

PHOTO: With a new MRI Suite, the 
Soldiers' healthcare team will be able 
to easily and more frequently complete 
scans where patients will have shorter 
wait times and faster results.
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We Are All Soldiers'
Imagine a hospital where you can receive world-class healthcare just down the street from 

where you live or spend your summers. A place where you are more than just a number and 

are greeted with warmth and compassion. A hospital that offers wraparound care to put you 

at ease. These are the experiences of patients who have been cared for at Soldiers'.

The We Are All Soldiers' Campaign is about ensuring our community has access to the best 

possible healthcare, right here, right now.

With a goal of $20 million, Soldiers' will maintain and advance a high level of care for you and 

your loved ones. We will work together to purchase new state-of-the-art medical equipment,  

introduce new technological advancements and investments in our healthcare champions.

Invest today for a better tomorrow. 

We Are All Soldiers'. 

Together, we will make the difference!

"As a professional hockey player, I've had my fair share of MRI 
exams over the years. I know how difficult it can be for those 

waiting for an MRI. Working as a team, we can get a new MRI for 
Soldiers'." 

- Kris King, Retired NHL Player

Funding Priorities
Earlier, More Accurate Diagnosis                      
Striving for a clearer picture of patient health by investing in new diagnostic equipment.

• New MRI
• Lab Equipment

• Histology Tissue Processor (Funded)
• New CT Scanner (Funded)

Improved Surgical, Emergency & Critical Care                    
Ensuring that Soldiers'  is there, ready to jump into action for you in moments of need.

• Ventilators
• Surgical Equipment

• Urology Suite (Funded)
• Mental Health Crisis Rooms 

(Funded)

Healthy Women, Babies & Children                 

• Halo Bassinests
• Syringe Pumps

Supporting women and children with investments in advanced equipment and training.

• Central Monitoring (Funded)
• Panda Warmers (Funded)

Better Care for Seniors                                           
Elevating Soldiers' care to meet the unique requirements of the 65+ generation.

• Bed Resurfacing
• Central Monitoring

• New WayHome Unit (Funded)
• Seniors Care Clinic (Funded)

Investing in our Healthcare Champions                                          
Caring for those who care for our patients, by investing in their mental health, well-being and 
education.

• Education Endowment
• Leadership Endowment

Emerging Areas of Greatest Need                                     
Soldiers' must stay on the cutting edge of healthcare to better serve our community.

• Stretchers
• Future Hospital Planning
• Vital Signs Monitors

• New Cafeteria (Funded)
• New On-Call Sleep Rooms (Funded)

• Mental Health Renovations (Funded)
• Medication Cart (Funded)

$5,000,000 Goal

$2,000,000 Goal

$7,000,000 Goal

$1,000,000 Goal

$1,000,000 Goal

$4,000,000 Goal
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Upcoming Events

SOLDIERS' VOLUNTEER GETS 'NEW LEASE ON LIFE'
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Former London, On., resident Janice Thompson 

moved to the Simcoe-Muskoka area eight years 

ago for a career change and to fulfill her sense of 

adventure for the outdoors. 

With a passion for 

nature and water 

sports and a sense 

of community, Janice 

quickly felt right at 

home.

“Faith, family, friends 

and community are 

my most important 

relationships and I 

treasure them very 

deeply,” said Janice.

As she settled into her 

new lifestyle, Janice 

was reminded, as we 

often are, that nothing 

in life is certain.

In a moment’s notice, 

Janice’s life changed 

drastically. 

A traumatic incident one summer evening 

left Janice in the care of Soldiers’ Emergency 

Department that led to some life altering 

developments.

She endured thirty grueling days in the Intensive 

Care Unit (ICU), suffered cardiac arrest, edema of 

the lungs, kidney failure and two code blue calls. 

From what seemed like a no way out situation, 

Janice forged a new 

path for herself, one that 

included routine dialysis 

treatments and a kidney 

transplant.

Instead of focusing on the 

worst possible scenario, 

Janice concentrates on 

living in the present, while 

harnessing her inner 

strength to be the best 

version of herself.

“I want to have a 

productive, meaningful 

and beautiful life and 

my illness has been a 

blessing, not a curse,” 

said Janice.

She now volunteers at 

Soldiers’, in the same 

Hospital and amongst the 

champion care team that 

heartened Janice with a second chance at life. 

"Volunteering is nothing new to my lifestyle as I 

was raised with the moral belief that it is better to 

give than to receive,” said Janice. 

Volunteer Spotlight 
Did someone at Soldiers' make a di erence in your care?
Recognize a staff member, volunteer or 
entire department through the Soldiers' 
Honour Program with a contribution to the 
Hospital. Your honouree will be recognized 
with a special lapel pin or a certificate.

Don't let their dedication go unnoticed.

Visit osmhfoundation.ca/soldiershonour to 
see how you can honour our champion 
team.

15
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Congratulations to long-

time donor and Soldiers’ 

Foundation friend, Angie 

Green-Hill for her February 

nomination of Orillia’s 2021 

Citizen of the Year.

 

For such an honour, Orillia 

locals must have done 

something extraordinary in 

the volunteer community. 

Angie does just that.

 

With a personal connection 

to the Soldiers’ Mental Health 

Program, she continues 

to raise money and bring 

awareness to mental health 

and treatment programs at 

Soldiers’.

 

Her annual event, “Angie’s 

Auction,” has successfully 

raised an incredible $74,000 

over the last five years for 

Mental Health Services at 

Soldiers’.

 

Angie most recently 

volunteered with the Severn 

Winterfest and organized the 

Polar Bear Dip fundraiser with 

proceeds of $13,215 donated 

to Mental Health Services at 

Soldiers’.

 

Not only does Angie bring 

awareness and raise funds 

for an incredibly important 

program, she reignites a 

sense of community and 

togetherness for many people.

Donor Spotlight 
LONG TIME DONOR ANGIE GREEN-HILL RECEIVES 

ESTEEMED NOMINATION

PHOTO: Mental health advocate and long-time friend of Soldiers' 
Foundation, Angie Green-Hill.


